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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
River City Bimmers

Hello my fellow Bimmer enthusiasts and Happy Spring!
If you weren’t able to attend the annual winter party in January you may not be aware that I was elected
as your new President! I’m humbled and excited for the opportunity to serve the club and continue the
growth the Presidents before me have made.
I’m ecstatic to announce we will be hosting the Tail of the Dragon drive for our fourth year in a row
October 26-27, 2018! This is an event that has gained traction and is highly visible to our friends at other
chapters around the region. These are the following chapters that have participated in the past and we
hope to add even more chapters to the list: Bluegrass (Louisville, KY), Buckeye (Cincinnati, OH), Choo
Choo (Chattanooga, TN), Heart of Dixie (Birmingham, AL), Mountain State (South Charleston, WV),
Old Hickory (Nashville, TN), Peachtree (Roswell, GA), Sandlapper (Greenville, SC), Smoky Mountain
(Knoxville, TN), Tarheel (Charlotte, NC). There is a possibility of making this a multi-regional event so
we will have an even bigger opportunity to bring a larger group of BMW CCA members together for a
memorable drive, networking opportunity, weekend, and dinner. We are working to find sponsors for the
event to bring even more value to an already fantastic event. If you haven’t attended previously I highly
encourage you to join us, and if you’ve already driven with us, join us again!
In other event news, we have changed our dinner event schedule. Thanks to feedback from our members
our monthly dinner meets have moved from the third Thursday to the fourth Thursday every month.
In even more exciting news for the club, we have been working with National to create a new website
that is secure and more flexible to making updates and changes. We are also providing spots for our
sponsors to place offers and news to club members. We are projecting to have the site up and running in
June, but hopefully sooner!
I’d like to make a couple requests to all members. First, we are looking for new locations to host
autocrosses. Memphis International Raceway has seen great success and an increased schedule which
makes it very difficult for small events like ours to take priority on their calendar. We will continue to
speak with MIR to get time on the track, but in the meantime I know we’re all itching to get back on the
track. My other request is for all members to be more active, not only with attending events but
volunteering time to help out with club events, our newsletter, being active on social media, and website
updates.

I look forward to seeing and hearing from you all, let’s stay in touch and please always reach out if you
have ideas, suggestions, or want to offer some time to help!
Best Regards,
Rachel Ireland

Rachel Ireland
Chapter President

rachiejackson86@gmail.com

mailto:rachiejackson86@gmail.com
mailto:rachiejackson86@gmail.com




Did you know that BMWCCA will pay club members
$500, $1,000, or $1,500 for purchasing a new BMW, $250
for purchasing a CPO car, and $500 for purchasing a CPO
M car!
Visit www.bmwcca.org and click Membership Reward
Rebate for the details!

How to Contact the BMWCCA

640 South Main Street
Greenville, SC 29601

Phone: 864-250-0022
Fax: 864-250-0038
E-mail: questions@bmwcca.org

How to Contact the River City Bimmers
River City Bimmers
P.O. Box 342593
Memphis, TN 38184

Website: www.rcbimmers.org

Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rivercitybimmers/

Website: www.bmwcca.org

Like Our Page: www.facebook.com/rivercitybimmers

Classified Ads

BMW CCA members may place classified
ads in the newsletter at no charge.

Contact the editor (Christopher Derrick)
for details.

Calendar of Events

Dinner Meetings
Dinner meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the 4rd

Thursday of each month.  Meetings will be at The
Flying Saucer in Cordova.

Tail of the Dragon
I know it’s still early but we are planning our
Tail of the Dragon trip. Planned dates are:

October 26-27, 2018

Autocross
We are still searching for a venue for our Autocross

events.  We will announce as soon as we find one with
location and dates.

Please join our face group group for more information,
to RSVP, and to stay up to date with our events.

Disclaimer
This newsletter is a publication of the River City Bimmers (the
Chapter) and its contents remain the property of the Chapter. The
Chapter is not connected in any way with BMW A.G.. or BMW N.A.
All information furnished herein is provided by the membership of
the Chapter for members only. The Chapter assumes no liability for
any of the information contained herein. The ideas, opinions and
suggestions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors
and no authentication is implied. Unless otherwise noted, none of
the information in this newsletter is “factory approved”. Permission
is hereby granted to reproduce any material published herein
providing full credit is given to the author and River City Bimmers,
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OR SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED.
Modifications within the warranty period of your BMW may void the
warranty.



Welcome New Members
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Crossovers and small SUV's are the fastest
growing segments in the automotive market so it
should come as no surprise that many manufacturers
are focusing their efforts on producing products to try
to capture as much market share as possible.  Even
manufacturers that 30 years ago would have laughed in
your face if you so much as implied that one day they
would be making such vehicles, are now beginning to
sing a different tune.  Companies like Jaguar, Alfa
Romeo, and Lamborghini.  Even Ferrari is looking like
they may be unveiling something in the near future.  It
is only natural then that companies that have been in
this game a bit longer have a vested interest in creating
fresh and interesting designs in order to stay relevant.
The BMW X2 does just that.

It is a new take on the classic BMW design language.
The kidney grill is unique to it (for now), along with the
headlight, and the C-pillar has what I find to be a
tasteful tribute to BMW's of old.  A roundel places near
the bottom of it.  Opting for the M sport design package
will add some frozen gray accents, upgraded wheels,
and an aero package as well as some different color
option (the Galvanic Gold being my favorite with the
frozen gray, followed closely by the Misano Blue).

Indeed the design is new but the underpinnings are not.
Those are transplanted directly from it's more
utilitarian X1.  This includes the platform, the engine,
and the transmission.  Consequently it has nearly the
same curb weight, width, fuel economy, and even 0-62
time.  The length is shorter by 3 in. though it maintains
the same wheel base, and the height is reduce by 2.8 in.
This results in a vehicle that, along with its other design
features, does look significantly more sporty than its
brother, the X1.

All this sportiness does however come with a little bit
of a down side.  The X2 is somewhat less practical.  It
looses some head room in the back due to the sloped
roof line, and the windows are pretty small which can
make the rear passengers feel more cramped.  I am
personally a pretty small guy so I didn't have an issue
with it, but somebody a bit taller and broader might.
The X2 also takes a bit of a hit when it comes to cargo
space when compared to the X1.  The cargo room is
approximately 20% smaller when the rear seats are in
the upright position but it does get a bit better with the
seats down as it only looses about 15%.

The driving dynamics are noticeably different from the
X1.  The suspension is a little stiffer (all in the name of
sportiness) although in my test drive I didn't find it
excessive or uncomfortable in any way.  You also sit
lower then you do in the more SUV-like X1 giving you
a greater feeling of being “connected to the road”.  I
can't really speak much about handling as my time with
the X2 was short and I didn't exactly have the chance
to give it a good shake down on some back roads.  This
may ultimately not matter much however, as most of
the people that will be looking for a vehicle in this
segment will likely not be buying this to take it to the
track.  That said I think this would give you more
satisfaction and confidence on winding country and
mountain roads than the X1, especially with the
optional and much suggested X-drive (their all-wheel-
drive system).  What I can say with confidence is that
the X2 has plenty of grip for the power that it has.
During my test  drive the roads were still cold and
damp from a recent drizzle, but despite this burring my
foot into the carpet from a speed of 15 to the speed
limit of 45 mph resulted in no tire slip whatsoever
while providing what I would call a brisk shove
forward.  The steering wheel stays straight and true and
the whole affair was a relatively drama free affair
which I would say is a good thing for this kind of
vehicle.

2018 X2 REVIEW
First Impressions
by Christopher Derrick



Indeed the Xdrive system present in the vehicle I tested
did a good job of putting the power down to the road
but it is far from the only part that I liked about the
vehicle.  I found the ZF eight speed transmission to also
be a joy.  The shifts were quick and smooth while both
in manual and automatic mode.  In fact, were it not for
the slight audio clues form the fairly quiet exhaust, I
would not be able to tell when shifts occur during
regular daily driving.  The engine is also better than I
expected.  Turbo lag exists but it is not what I would
call excessive. Max power output is 228 hp at 5000
rpm, max torque however is 258 lb-ft at a low 1450
rpm.  These may not be drag race winning numbers, but
in the real world, where it really matters, the low-end
torque inspires confidence when overtakes need to
happen quickly.  Is it a mini M3? No, but also it doesn't
cost as much as one.

Where where somewhat of a connection to the M3 does
exist however is on the interior.  No I am not
insinuating that the two vehicles feel the same while
sitting them, but there is a design language that is
distinctively BMW with that accent band cutting
horizontally across the entire dashboard.  There are 4
interior trim options which vary slightly between the
the M sport and the non M sport variants.  Specifically
we loose one of the wood options for a hexagonal
aluminum pattern (which I don't find particularly
attractive).  With how lively the Galvanic Gold is I
wish that it was an option to make this panel body
colored. Moving one we have the seats which I find
remarkably more comfortable than those found in my
E30 but that is to be expected.  The model I drove did
come with the lumbar support and I was a little
disappointed to know that this was not standard, but
part of an options package.  As standard the seats come
wrapped ether in black or off-white (oyster) leatherette,
with a choice to upgrade to perforated genuine Dakota
leather (Magma Red being potentially the most exciting
color, and having seen it in person I can attest that it is
not as loud as the online configurator would suggest).

The seat color you choose continues on to the door
cards and the lower dash to tie the whole thing together.
You would at this point guess correctly that most of the
places with which you are likely to make contact are
covered in soft touch materials giving the interior a
properly premium feeling.  The steering wheel is
another item that differs between the regular non-M
version and the M-sport variant, with the M-sport
having the more attractive option.  The car I drove was
an M-sport and I rather liked both the design and the
feel of the steering wheel, as I found its thickness to
comfortably fill the hand when gripping it.

Another feature to this model that is different from the
base model is the infotainment screen which is bigger
and therefore easier to read at a glance.  The X2 I drove
also came with ambient lighting with five different
color settings.  Unfortunately I tested this during the
day time so I was not able to see it in action.  My
favorite feature though is one that I have yet to
mention, and that would be the heads up display.  Now
that I know that you can have it in this car and having
used it myself, I would not purchase it without it.  It is
hard to describe with words the utility of having you
speed and navigation directions right in front of you,
and never having to take your eyes off of the road.  I
have never driven a vehicle with it so forgive me for
being a little awe-stuck by it but it is a thing of beauty.
There are a lot of features that make it into cars that are
driven by fads, features that are popular at the time and
that are bound to disappear as years roll by, but this is
different.  This feels like it is here to stay and that we
are only at the beginning of it.

The starting price is right around $38,400 but can be
optioned to a maximum that is a hair over $53,000.
Realistically you should expect to pay just a hair under
$50,000 for a reasonably well equipped M-sport
variant.

~Christopher Derrick



Chapter Officers
President
Rachel Ireland

Vice president
Eric Ireland

Treasurer
Juan Larin

Secretary
Tal Penfound

Driving Events Committee
Tal Penfound & Adam Wilde

Membership Coordinator
Juan Larin

Social Events Coordinator
Rachel Ireland

Newsletter Editor
Christopher Derrick
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